
The Glass Menagerie*

With apologies to Tennessee Williams



A notable feature of the School buildings is its stained glass 
windows. Found in the corridors surrounding the Great Hall, 
in the Great Hall itself, in the Scarbrough gallery, on the stairs 
opposite the old front door and in the Chapel, they are 
attributed to two people: Edward Frampton and Louis 
Ginnett. Of course other notable people were also involved 
such as Elizabeth Tatchell and Arthur Anselm Orr but 
Frampton and Ginnett were the designers and also executed 
personally some of the work.



We know that Ginnett and Frampton actually created 
some of the art work as they both tell us they did.



Within these windows, there are many animals –
hence the title of The Glass Menagerie.

These are all found in the windows 
representing A Midsummer Night’s Dream



There are birds …

The dove is from the windows 
representing the story of 
Palamon and Emilye from The 
Knight’s Tale by Chaucer.

The Jackdaw of Rheims is shown 
in the act of theft (of the Bishop’s 
ring) and in a sorry state as a 
result of the Bishop’s curse of the 
thief. A moral tale indeed!

At the west end of the teaching corridor is a group of ducks. It seems 
likely that, pre-Science block, there was another round window at the 
east end of the corridor, but what that contained is not remembered.



Horses …

John Gilpin’s horse from 
Cowper’s comic poem

Pegasus from the Romance window in Scarbrough Gallery, 
(once the Library)

… and the donkey from 
‘Una and The Red Cross 
Knight’ in Spenser’s 
Faerie Queen (with the 
knight’s horse in the 
background)



The Pied Piper of Hamelin Town (Browning) piping the rats 
away from the township. Sadly, the town’s burghers did not 
honour their monetary pledges so the Piper piped the 
children away from the town, never to be seen again.

“And out of the houses the rats came tumbling. 
Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats …”

Rats!



The monkey appears in Scarbrough Gallery in the window marked History 
(from the former Library). 
It is an intriguing image showing a scholar poring over his books (perhaps 
Darwin?) whilst the monkey is busy ripping pages out of books – not an 
activity generally encouraged by librarians!

A monkey



There are also mythical and strange creatures. 

Strange half-human, half-animal creatures 
summoned by Comus, a magician. They show 
that his intentions towards The Lady whom he 
has captured are wicked. Comus is shown here 
with his necromancer’s wand and the chalice 
containing a magical elixir.

Written in 1634, Milton did not himself call 
this work Comus. He called it A Mask, 
Presented at Ludlow Castle. Masques were 
court celebrations that were very popular 
in the Stuart period. 



A dragon

The unusual colours shown in the 
dragon’s hide is a tribute to the skill of 
Frampton in using a technique known as 
‘flashing’. Glass, always blown white to 
begin, has another colour added. Then it 
is blown again and some of the colour 
removed, latterly by dipping in acid but 
originally by abrading. Colour gradation 
can be achieved by subsequent dippings.From Una & The Red Cross Knight 

(otherwise known as the story of 
George and the Dragon)



And a whole raft of angels in the Chapel.

The angel windows were designed by Louis Ginnett
based on Psalm 150 and all the members of the 
angelic orchestra are playing different instruments.

Praise ye the Lord …

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: 
praise him with the psaltery and harp.

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise 
him with stringed instruments and organs.

Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him 
upon the high sounding cymbals.



There is also a different angel at the west end entrance to the 
Chapel, designed to remind pupils (as this was their entrance 
to the building) that they were entering a place of worship.

Viewed in close-up, the angel is clearly 
invoking silence.



But the angel everyone remembers is the one with six toes!

Count the digits on 
the right foot!



There is so much more to see in these 
windows when you stop to look closely!


