
Anne Athalinda Allison was born in Gateshead in 1872. Her father, an accountant, died in 1875 with 

his third daughter (Susan) born posthumously. The family address of 9 Normanby Terrace, 

Gateshead even makes its way into that daughter’s name as she was baptised Susan Normanby 

Allison. By the bye – and there is no evidence that the Allison family knew him – Edgar Swan, who 

invented the lightbulb at the same time as Thomas Edison, lived at 6 Normanby Terrace until at least 

1867. 

Following her father’s early death, Athalinda came to RMIG where she earned the 1886 prize for 

callisthenics & deportment, followed by the 1888 Supreme Council prize for Good Conduct. Kept on 

as a pupil teacher, by 1892 she is listed as a teacher at the School. Her whereabouts in 1901 is 

currently unknown (she is not at the School and not with her family) but we do know that in 1906 

she married Horatio Preston in Gateshead and on 28 June 1908 the couple set sail for New York en 

route to their new home in Colorado. The couple’s only child, Lavinia Allison Preston, was born in 

Salida, Colorado in late 1908. 
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The township of Salida is actually younger than Athalinda herself as it was founded in 1880. Then a 

railroad town, its biggest industry today is tourism and it is a noted skiing area. Unsurprising, judging 

by the mountains in the image background. 

Athalinda retained her connection to the School by becoming a member of OMGA, which 

membership she retained all her long life. Widowed in 1932, she stayed in her adopted home of 

Colorado, moving to Denver later in her life.  

In 1972, on her hundredth birthday she received congratulatory telegrams from both the Queen and 

the President of the USA. There can’t be many who have received that accolade! 

She died in 1973 and is buried beside her husband in Fairview cemetery, Salida, Chaffee County, 

Colorado, USA. 
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Another former pupil with roots in the north east is Ethel Mary Wilkinson 1878-1980. Although she 

was born in London, both of her parents came from there (Byers Green, Northumberland and Arden, 

N Yorkshire, respectively.) George William Wilkinson was a stained glass artist and had married Emily 

Turnbull in Pancras in 1877. Ethel was their first born on 10th April 1878 and baptised in 1878 in St 

Mary’s, Regent Park with the family address being given as 22 St Mary’s Rd, Marylebone. This is 

likely to be St Mary’s Terrace today. By 1881, they have moved to 24, Victor Rd, Willesden where a 

brother was born one of 4 siblings for Ethel. (Images from Google maps) 

        

Ethel was admitted to the School on 18th August 1887. Both parents were alive at the time but her 

father was described in the records as being ‘paralysed’. It would appear that both had died by 1891 

and George also attended a Masonic school. Ethel later made the claim that she and Fanny Harding 

were the first girls with handicaps to be admitted to the school but her admission papers no longer 

survive so it is not possible to know in what way these girls were ‘handicapped’. As one of the first 

fifteen pupils in 1788 only had one leg, it might not in fact be the case that they were the first 

although they would not necessarily know that. Ethel left in April 1894 and in 1901 she was living 

with her aunt and uncle in London. Her aunt Lucy was her father’s oldest sister. In the following 

census. Ethel is again recorded with her now widowed aunt at the same address as in 1901: 13 

Furber Street, Dalling Road, Hammersmith W. 

Later school references place Ethel in Lancaster and, as her aunt died in Lancaster in 1922, it seems 

likely that they moved to Lancaster together. Both addresses connected to Ethel had blue doors! 

         

Above left 13 Furber St. Above right (blue door just visible!) 23 Westbourne Rd, Lancaster. (Google 

maps) 

Like Athalinda, Ethel retained membership of OMGA all her life. She died in August 1980 having 

celebrated her 100th birthday in April of that year. 


