
Evelyn Mary East and Florence Jessie Hill were both centenarians but also had another connection: 

they were sisters-in-law. 

Evelyn was born on 18th July 1903 in Bexhill on Sea. Her parents were Alfred Henry and Evelyn Maria 

East. Alfred was a timber merchant and he died, aged 48, in 1904 in Baldwins Hill, Loughton, Essex. 

That the family were living in Baldwins Hill is very appropriate for a timber merchant as “Baldwins 

Hill forms part of the area of Loughton known locally as "The Hills" - Baldwins Hill, York Hill, Kings 

Hill, Pump Hill and Woodbury Hill all lie on a ridge which overlooks Epping Forest.” 

http://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn’s grandfather (Josiah East) was also a timber merchant so Alfred was – ahem – a chip off the 

old block. (Sorry!) 

Although her father died relatively young, Evelyn’s mother lived to be 99 so it would appear that the 

longevity was hereditary. 

Evelyn had 3 siblings, one of whom died young, leaving two brothers. Kenric (Kennie) Murray East 

served as Captain in 19th Royal Fusiliers, 1 RW Surrey during WW1; Evelyn was given leave of 

absence to see him when he had leave from France. The other brother, Alan, was the one who 

married Florence. 

In 1911, Evelyn was with her mother in Lewisham but had been elected to the School in April of that 

year. She must have joined shortly after this as by 1912 she appears in a photograph at the School. 

 

Due to leave in July 1920 she was retained by the school as a pupil teacher in order to enable her to 

continue to study music; by 1923 she was 4th music mistress. The musical talent was also inherited 

http://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/


as her other grandfather, William Seymour Smith, was a professor of music. In 1924 Evelyn passed as 

LRAM and the following year became 3rd music mistress. By 1933, she was Senior music mistress 

and, when the School moved to Rickmansworth, she moved with it and became (as well as music 

teacher) Housemistress of Moira. She retired in 1963 having spent her entire career at the School. 

By all accounts, Miss East was quite fierce as a teacher. You didn’t dare not to practise your scales! 

However, in the interests of balance for all those pupils who quaked in their boots before her, in 

1937/8 she must have been on holiday in Somerset as, at the Ilminster Petty Sessions, as reported in 

Taunton Courier and Western Advertiser 28 May 1938, she had been fined 10s for failing to stop at a 

Halt sign! I bet she kept that quiet at the time…  

In retirement, she went back to her roots and was living in Bexhill on Sea, ending her days in a 

nursing home there. She died "eight days short of her hundredth birthday" on 10th July 2003 – so not 

technically a centenarian but we can let her off eight days. 

Florence Jessie Hill 

Florence and her twin Eleanor were born on 6th April 1905 in Staines at 36 High Street. As their 

father, Henry Parkinson Hill, was a jeweller it is possible that the family were living above the shop 

but that cannot be confirmed. 

 

(Image of Staines High St shows the Angel & Crown which was at 24 High St. 

http://pubshistory.com/Middlesex/Staines/AngelCrown.shtml photo supplied Steven Harris) 

Their mother was Florence Isabella Hill, nee Baxter, and she had been married on 2 April 1903 at St 

Botolph, Aldgate where she had been baptised 21 years earlier. 

The marriage had not been particularly successful and Henry had abandoned Florence and their 

twins. Whether he had run away to sea and become a steward with White Star Line immediately or 

later is not known. What is known is that he was a steward, 3rd class, on April 10th 1912 – on RMS 

Titanic. His address on the crew list was Hooper's Temperance Hotel, 66, Oxford Street, 

Southampton, run by Charles Sharp and his wife Mary. Five Titanic crewmen stayed at the hotel, and 

only one survived. Henry was not he. Indeed, his body has never been recovered. 

http://pubshistory.com/Middlesex/Staines/AngelCrown.shtml


    

Image of Henry Hill from http://lorna-artymess.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/titanic-centenary.html  

Image of Titanic at Southampton - http://www.liverpoolpicturebook.com/2012/04/titanic-and-

liverpool-100-years-on.html  

Florence and her twin Eleanor came to the school following this tragedy and were nicknamed the 

Titanic twins. Florence is identified in the school photograph in late 1912. 

 

Although the family address was given as Mortlake, there was also a family connection with 

Margate. The twins’ mother had lived there for over ten years before her marriage and thus we read 

that Florence, in 1913, had whooping cough and went ‘home to Margate’ to convalesce. On her 

return she settled down to work and, as she herself was later to recall, took (and passed) her final 

exams three times. This was not to improve grades but because she had been clever enough to take 

them early; then the School didn’t know what to do with her as she was too young to leave and too 

young to apply for the university place she hoped for. In 1922, she played the piano on Prize day, 

was awarded the Silver medal, left the school in July and took up a place as a student teacher with 

Peterborough Education Committee. 

In 1923 she went to Peterborough Training College from where she matriculated in 1926 and won a 

place at Bedford College for Women (now part of Royal Holloway). The original site now forms part 

of Regent’s University, a private non-profit university in Regent’s Park.  

http://lorna-artymess.blogspot.co.uk/2012/04/titanic-centenary.html
http://www.liverpoolpicturebook.com/2012/04/titanic-and-liverpool-100-years-on.html
http://www.liverpoolpicturebook.com/2012/04/titanic-and-liverpool-100-years-on.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dQO4vnlkoDM/T3ns4y-4RrI/AAAAAAAAF00/DBLDlkDbCO0/s1600/Titanic+at+Southampton.jpg


 

(Image from the University web site) 

In 1927 she passed the inter science which led to her graduating in 1929 with a B.Sc. and returning 

to the School to teach Mathematics.  Like Evelyn (East) she moved with the School to Rickmansworth 

and she became the first housemistress of Cumberland House. In 1937, she left to marry. Her 

marriage to Alan East was on 20th June at the Friends Meeting House, Euston Rd, London. But that 

was not the last the School saw of her as she returned to teach in 1954. By then she was living at 16 

Hilltop Rd, Kings Langley, Herts (image from Google maps). 

 

She retired in 1965 and the magazine of that year printed a limerick about her: 

We have a Maths mistress called Florry 

Who said “I’m extremely sorry. 

If you really can’t see 

You must take it from me 

That x is the speed of the lorry.” 

By 1973 she was living in Little Chalfont, Bucks and widowed but, at the grand age of 89, she bit the 

matrimonial bullet again and married Bob Edward on 6th August 1994 in Lincoln. She declared that 

falling in love at 90 was just the same as falling in love at 20 – one felt all bubbly inside!  

In 1999, she visited the School again, during which she spoke to a group of current pupils for about 

30 minutes, answering their questions. She stood for the whole time, refusing a seat. The pupils of 

1999 were amazed at her recollections of past school life: the length of the day, the fact that they 

were uniform the whole time except in bed at night; that the items not being worn were neatly 

folded in a basket which went under the bed. Possibly the thing they found hardest to grasp was 

that there was no radio or television or film. Pupils filled in any spare time by doing homework! On 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLmSupnm7MYCFXEX2wodIdwF2w&url=http://www.getting-in.com/course-search/institute/288/regents-university-london&ei=CIiuVbnuCfGu7AahuJfYDQ&bvm=bv.98197061,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHMcn028GR5G7cpzDR4CyWM5pX91g&ust=1437587834483073


the day she visited, Florence had just returned from one European holiday and was en route to 

another – not bad for a 94 year old. In fact, she travelled to Germany (alone) at 100 to babysit for a 

former pupil! 

Most sadly, within a few weeks of her visit to the School, her husband suddenly and unexpectedly 

died leaving Florence a widow for a second time. In 2007, on 3rd November, she herself died, aged 

102. 

 


