
Marjorie Baker was the daughter of John Franklin Baker, an ironmonger, and Elizabeth nee Stubbs. 

They were married in 1894 and Marjorie was their first born in 1895. 

 

She is seen here with her mother. The photograph (dated c.1896) is reproduced with kind 

permission of Owen Trimmer whose Ancestry family tree includes Marjorie (she was his great aunt). 

Thanks also to Sandie who identified Marjorie as the baby in the picture. 

Marjorie’s sister Phyllis was born in 1897 but sadly in that year came a terrible event. The 

Portsmouth Evening News of 1 June 1897 carried the item: 

 

In 1901, Marjorie was living in Broad St, Alresford and she probably came to the School in 1903 

when she was eight. She was certainly on roll in 1905 as she appears in the matron’s list for that 

year. Her time at the school must have passed uneventfully as the only reference is by the Matron 

(undated entry unfortunately) stating that the reason given for Marjorie not returning to School 

from the holidays was “throat not satisfactory”. This brief comment usually relates to the possibility 

of diphtheria and therefore a reason to keep one child away from others to prevent contagion. 

Whether Marjorie did have diphtheria or not is never recorded. The next school reference is to her 

taking Honours in the ‘Prelim Cambridge’ in 1909. Nowadays that more usually relates to 

undergraduate studies but probably then referred to the Cambridge Local exams, a very early 

http://trees.ancestry.co.uk/tree/9408041/photo/qtBluAyFNoEOfau2DLjviagwgeeW1UHn2BBIQF__PKpfLLOrBNDIl3knBC4qzjrx


forerunner of O levels. Whether she went on from a Junior Cambridge to the Senior one (equiv. of A 

levels) is not recorded but, as she left the school in 1912 (i.e. some 3 years later), it seems quite 

likely that she did. Her address in 1921, as recorded in the membership pages of the Old Girls’ 

magazine, was Alresford. She was still there in 1933 when she visited the School on Ex-Pupils’ day. 

This was a significant date for the School and its former pupils as it was the very last Ex-Pupils’ Day 

held at the Clapham site. In 1934, the School moved to Rickmansworth where it still is. 

 

This group photo is Ex Pupils’ Day in 1912 when Marjorie would still have been a pupil, little knowing 

perhaps that in 21 years’ time she too would be returning to her alma mater for a visit. I wonder if 

the hats were as splendid in 1933? 

Rather like her largely unrecorded school life, we hear nothing of Marjorie throughout her long post-

school life. This is not to say that nothing happened in her life, just that we don’t have the 

information! She remained a member of OMGA and their records equally quietly note that she 

moved to the Reading/Wokingham area at some point in the 1970s. Then, in 1996, came news of 

her death in the early part of that year, just short of her 101st birthday in July. This news also 

contained the information that “late in life, [she] had a leg amputated and had a stroke but faced life 

with courage, fortitude and good humour.” Of course. We expect no less from our stalwart Old Girls! 

Marguerite Joyce Coulson did make it to her 101st birthday – just. Born on 10th March 1898, her 

demise was in June 1999 so she almost made it to her third century too. 

The daughter of Thomas and Caroline, her parents were both originally from Lincolnshire and were 

grocers in Newport Pagnell (where Marjorie’s siblings were born), at 44 High St, and before that at 9 

High St. This information was recorded in a newspaper report about a court case in which an 

assistant to Thomas James Coulson was accused of stealing from him. The grocer’s shop of 1887 still 

trades in foodstuffs as it is now a Costa outlet. (image from Google maps) 

    



In 1891 the Coulsons are listed in Newport Pagnell although shortly after this the family moved to a 

larger shop in Hertford, in a place called The Wash. (images from Google maps) 

Here, in 1898, Marjorie was born but she was barely a year old when her father died. 

 

He was buried in St Andrews church yard, the comment ‘Under the burial act’ refers to there not 

being a service at the church but that the burial took place there.  

“Caroline was forced to reduce her business and soon after moved to Welwyn with her family, 

where she again went into business as a successful Grocer and Baker. Harry’s elder brother John 

Hardy had also set up business by the outbreak of war, as a Tailor nearby to his mother's shop.” 

http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html  The ‘Harry’ referred to here was Marjorie’s brother 

who attended the Masonic Boys’ School and who was killed in the second Battle of Ypres 13 May 

1915. He had been a cashier with the Alliance Assurance Company at the outbreak of the war but 

immediately signed up with the London Rifle Brigade and went to France in November 1914. He was 

subsequently promoted, first to Corporal and then to Sergeant – hardly a surprise to those who 

knew him from the School where he “would invariably come through any test with flying colours, 

and his House [Knights] had every reason to be grateful to him for many of the marks of distinction it 

won.” (Memorials of Masonians who fell in the Great War; published by the School 1922). His death 

is recorded on Panel 52 and 54 of the Menin Gate memorial and he was buried “near the front 

trenches, Weltje Road, St Julien.” (Memorials) 

   

      

The image of John Hardy Coulson outside his tailor’s shop in Welwyn shows him wearing a black arm 

band in memory of his brother. The premises itself is still there today although somewhat 

transformed into an African Steak House. (Harry Samuel Coulson photo from the Memorials book, 

other images from http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html and Google maps respectively.) 

In 1901, the family are recorded living in Fore St, Welwyn. 

http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html
http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html


  

Memories of the time (http://burnhamgreen.com/history/recent-history) recall that “ ‘Phil the 

Baker’… came from Coulson’s in Old Welwyn in his horse and trap to deliver the bread …” (b/w 

photo from http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html and Fore St from Google maps). 

By 1911, the family address was High St, Welwyn although by then Marguerite was at the School. 

 

She won a prize for fancy work in 1913 and left the School in 1915. Later in life, she went by the 

name of Rita and possibly this stemmed from her schooldays. In 1921 her address is still Welwyn. 

Thereafter, we lose contact with her so, presumably, she did not retain her membership of OMGA. 

Her mother died in 1930 in Kings College Hospital although her address was given as High St, 

Welwyn. In 1936, Marguerite is on the electoral roll at 20 Tower Hill but whether her mother was 

visiting Marguerite and became ill or was living with her whilst still having an address in Welwyn is 

impossible to say. By 1939, Marguerite’s electoral roll address was Crescent, EC3 where she 

remained until at least 1956. The two addresses are very close and could even be the same place! 

  

http://burnhamgreen.com/history/recent-history
http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/coulsonbio.html


The history of Crescent starts in the C18th. “Sir Benjamin Hammett (1736-1800) a prominent 

property developer, city alderman, and banker at that time, commissioned the architect George 

Dance the Younger (1741-1825) to design a high quality speculative residential development to 

attract these merchants to reside in The City as an alternative to the developments of London's West 

End. 

George Dance was 26 years of age in 1767, and had been only two years in practice with his father 

(George Dance, the Elder 1695-1768), after returning from Rome as part of his "Grand Tour". This 

commission would be one of his earliest works in London. 

Dance's plan for a sequence of a Square, Crescent and Circus, introduced such design elements to 

London, and in doing so was the first planned crescent and circus in London.” 

http://www.commuterconsultant.com/2014/03/lost-london-dances-square-crescent-and.html 

 Horwood’s map of 1799 shows the Crescent. 

Part of the Crescent was destroyed in the Blitz but, presumably, not the part that Marguerite 

occupied as she continued to be on the electoral roll there for at least ten years post-war. 

 At some point she moved to Lincolnshire, the family’s origin, as it is here that her death is recorded 

in 1999. 

(Many thanks to Mrs Barton for assistance in historical research.) 

 

http://www.commuterconsultant.com/2014/03/lost-london-dances-square-crescent-and.html

